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Honoring fallen Coast Guard heroes

As we observe the manners of our profession this Memorial
Day, we remember and honor our nation’s Soldiers, Sailors,
Airmen, Marines and Coast Guardsmen who died while in
military service. We must never forget that freedom is not free,
but is only made possible by the thousands of patriots who stood
the watch and selflessly made the ultimate sacrifice to serve our
nation. We owe them an eternal debt of gratitude.

The Coast Guard has proudly served for over 225 years. During
times of war or peace, Coast Guardsmen risk their lives every
day in the service of our country. This is what we do. We protect
people on the sea, we protect the nation against threats delivered
by sea and we protect the sea itself.

Each Memorial Day, we honor those Coast Guardsmen who
made the ultimate sacrifice by paying tribute to their service at
the U.S. Coast Guard World War Memorial on Coast Guard
Hill in Arlington National Cemetery. The Memorial
commemorates two tragic episodes in Coast Guard World War
I history. The first occurred on Sept. 17, 1918, when eleven
shipmates from Coast Guard Cutter Seneca perished when the
torpedoed British steamer they were assisting sank in the Bay of
Biscay. Just nine days later, Cutter Tampa was sunk by enemy
submarine UB-91 in the British Channel, and all on board Tampa
were lost.

>READ MORE>READ MORE>READ MORE>READ MORE>READ MORE

by ADM Robert J. Papp, Jr., 24th Commandant of the USCG (Ret.)

http://coastguardmuseum.org/spring-2016-newsletter/papp/
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Perhaps the most rewarding part of any worthwhile project, is that moment when
an early vision actually begins to take shape through the work of a dedicated team.
Mission statements and vision concepts are critical in developing the necessary
enthusiasm, but the success of any endeavor ultimately comes down to the hard
work and performance of the people committed to achieving success. This is what
is happening now at the National Coast Guard Museum Association, Inc. as we
move All Ahead Full toward building the first and only museum dedicated solely to
the history, sacrifices, and aspirations of the men and women of United States
Coast Guard.

In the past year, I have been fortunate to join with an invigorated Board, a new
Executive Director, 17 former federal cabinet secretaries and assistant secretaries,
staff and volunteers on a world-class team with the common purpose to make the
National Coast Guard Museum a reality.

Incredible progress has been made by the many talented members of our team in
planning and constructing the museum.  The hard work is paying off in the form of
increased private and corporate donations, removal of federal funding barriers,
and the retention of our architectural, engineering, and museum-design partners.

The Coast Guard is the only military branch without a national museum, and together
we will change that. Teamwork is at the center of everything we do as we forge
ahead in preserving the legacy, values and culture of the United States Coast Guard,
past, present and future.

Semper Paratus

Richard J. Grahn
President and CEO

Richard J. Grahn is the
President and CEO of the
National Coast Guard
Museum Association, Inc.

Proposed architectural concept for the
National Coast Guard Museum.

Click here to view
National Coast Guard

Museum Association, Inc.
Annual Review.

http://coastguardmuseum.org/the-museum/ncgma-annual-report/
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The former service Secretaries for the
United States Coast Guard have joined together

to form the Secretaries’ Circle to build
The National Coast Guard Museum

The Honorable Norman Mineta, Co-Chair
Former Secretary of  Transportation, 2001-2006

The Honorable Thomas J. Ridge, Co-Chair
Former Secretary of  Homeland Security, 2003-2005

The Honorable John W. Barnum
Former Deputy Secretary of  Transportation, 1973-1977

The Honorable Alan S. Boyd
Former Secretary of  Transportation, 1967-1969

The Honorable James H. Burnley IV
Former Secretary of  Transportation, 1987-1989

The Honorable Andrew H. Card
Former Secretary of  Transportation, 1992-1993

The Honorable Michael Chertoff
Former Secretary of  Homeland Security, 2005-2009

The Honorable Mimi Weyforth Dawson
Former Deputy Secretary of  Transportation, 1992-1993

The Honorable Elizabeth Dole
Former Secretary of  Transportation, 1983-1987

The Honorable Mortimer L. Downey III
Former Deputy Secretary of  Transportation, 1993-2001

The Honorable Michael P. Jackson
Former Deputy Secretary of  Homeland Security, 2005-2007

Former Deputy Secretary of  Transportation, 2001-2003

The Honorable James M. Loy
Former Deputy Secretary of  Homeland Security, 2003-2005

The Honorable Janet A. Napolitano
Former Secretary of  Homeland Security, 2009-2013

The Honorable Federico Peña
Former Secretary of  Transportation, 1993-1997

Former Secretary of  Energy, 1997-1998

The Honorable Paul A. Schneider
Former Deputy Secretary of  Homeland Security, 2008-2009

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner
Former Secretary of  Transportation, 1989-1991

The Honorable Rodney E. Slater
Former Secretary of  Transportation, 1997-2001

Washington, DC – May 25, 2016 – Secretary Andy Card, Secretary
Rodney Slater, and many others in the Secretaries’ Circle of the
NCGMA joined Coast Guard Commandant Paul Zukunft and
senior members of Congress for a Capitol Hill update on the
progress to build the first national museum to honor the men and
women of the United States Coast Guard.

Master of Ceremonies Admiral James M. Loy, USCG (Ret.), former
Commandant of the Coast Guard and Deputy Secretary of
Homeland Security, told members of Congress that the mission of
the museum is to honor the U.S. Coast Guard.  “Preserving the
history of the U.S. Coast Guard must be done. I know first-hand
that every Cabinet member that has overseen the Coast Guard
shares my sentiments and was delighted to sign on to be a part of
this elite Secretaries’ Circle,” Loy said.

Admiral Paul Zukunft, the 25th Commandant of the Service, stated
that as the Coast Guard modernizes their workforce and resources,
it is essential that “the history of the Coast Guard is brought with
us.”  Admiral Zukunft stated that “in terms of where it is going to
be located, we have it absolutely right.”  He noted that just last
week, history was being made when Coast Guard personnel seized
20 tons of cocaine and rescued over 250 Cuban migrants.

>READ MORE>READ MORE>READ MORE>READ MORE>READ MORE

Secretaries’ Circle
meets with Congress

Left to right: Standing,
Senator Richard Blumenthal,
NCGMA President Dick Grahn,
Congressman John Garamendi (CA-3).
Seated:  Secretary Andrew Card,
ADM Paul Zukunft,
Congressman Joe Courtney,
NCGMA Jimmy Coleman, Jr.

Left to right:
RADM Richard Larrabee,

The Honorable Andrew Card,
Secretary Rodney Slater.

http://coastguardmuseum.org/spring-2016-newsletter/1121-2/
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By Chief Petty Officer Nick Ameen

History makers are rarely aware they’re making history. As a child on
the small Caribbean island of Nevis, Alexander Hamilton likely never
dreamed he would one day be called the Father of the Coast Guard.
As Joshua James was rescuing those in peril from rough surf, he
couldn’t foresee he’d come to be known as the Coast Guard’s most
celebrated lifesaver.

The service’s history holds a special place in the story of the United
States of America, but what about a special place to hold the history
for all to enjoy? There are 87 national museums devoted to military
history in the United States, and not one of them belongs to the Coast
Guard. However, plans are now underway to build a National Coast
Guard Museum, which aims to respect the past, engage the present
and look to the future.

Based in New London, Connecticut, the National Coast Guard
Museum Association is respecting the past by creating an original
plankowner certificate for its supporters.

Being named a plankowner in the nautical realm means you are part
of a ship’s original crew, serving during the building process and
commissioning, bringing it into active service to the nation. In the
olden days, the title of plankowner was literal — it also meant you
were entitled to an actual piece of the ship’s deck.

>READ MORE>READ MORE>READ MORE>READ MORE>READ MORE

National Coast Guard Museum offers

PLANK OWNERSHIP

Retired Coast Guard Chief Petty Officer Schon Russell works on the
plankowner certificate he’s creating for the National Coast Guard Museum.
U.S. Coast Guard photo by Chief Petty Officer Nick Ameen.

http://coastguardmuseum.org/spring-2016-newsletter/plank-ownership/
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IN THE NEWS
Advisory Panel Begins

Imagining Stories of Future
Coast Guard Museum

Military.com

Coast Guard Museum
Association working

to cultivate next donor base
The Day

A critical determination in the museum project is identifying those
themes, stories and artifacts best suited to narrate the rich 225-
year history of the U.S. Coast Guard and its predecessor services.
To assist in making these decisions, the National Coast Guard
Museum Association has enlisted the support of many
organizations that have an affinity for Coast Guard history.

The Museum Exhibit Advisory Panel (MEAP) is comprised of
representatives of interested non-profit organizations and CG
representatives who aspire to preserve and promote the culture
and traditions of the United States Coast Guard. Additionally,
the Panel will include museum subject matter experts and active-
duty Coast Guard historians and curators.

The Museum Exhibit Advisory Panel, representing over 50,000
members, will provide a wide cross section of views for  input
and recommendations regarding the exhibition design for the
future National Coast Guard Museum.

The Museum Exhibit Advisory Panel will also assist in:
• Identifying potential exhibit themes that best represent

the Coast Guard past, present, and future.  Submit a
formal Exhibit Advisory Report, as requested.

• Responding to requests for architectural input and
review of exhibit space design, use of technology, and
traffic flow in order to maximize the visitor experience.

• Beginning to identify and catalog exhibit content
including historical artifacts, paintings, official records,
books, audio and video.

• Serving as active sponsors and advocates for
promoting the museum within each member’s
respective organization.

Looking to the Future...
MUSEUM EXHIBIT ADVISORY PANEL

Coast Guard PCoast Guard PCoast Guard PCoast Guard PCoast Guard Participation:articipation:articipation:articipation:articipation:

USCG Collections

USCG History

USCG Curation

USCG Research and Development Center

United States Coast Guard Academy

USCG Retiree Council

Coast Guard Themed Museums

Member Associations:Member Associations:Member Associations:Member Associations:Member Associations: Members:Members:Members:Members:Members:

Association for Rescue at Sea 200

Coast Guard Academy Alumni Association 6,500

Coast Guard Auxiliary Association 28,000

Coast Guard Aviation Association 1,500

Coast Guard Chief Petty Officers Association 10,000

Coast Guard Combat Veterans Association 1,500

Coast Guard Cuttermen Association 500

Coast Guard Lightship Sailors International Assoc. 400

Coast Guard Spouses Club 1,000

Foundation for Coast Guard History 200

National Coast Guard Museum Association 15

Order of the Ancient Trident Association 100

United States Navy Memorial Association 1,000

United States Life-Saving Service Heritage Assoc. 400

United States Lighthouse Society 4,000

Women’s Leadership Initiative 750

Architectural rendering of the interior of the National Coast Guard Museum.
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The HH-52A was the Coast Guard’s first turbine-powered helicopter.

Celebrating
100 years of
USCG Aviation

By Robert F. Dorr, Defense Media Network

This year marks the Coast Guard Aviation Centennial,
celebrating a century of distinguished service by Coast Guard
aviators. The service’s air branch excels in many missions,
accomplishing more with less across a range of circumstances
and challenges.

The Coast Guard and its predecessor services
have been doing the nation’s work since 1790.
The aviation history of the Coast Guard dates
to August 1916, when President Woodrow
Wilson signed a law establishing an “Aerial
Coast Patrol.” Beginning with Cmdr. Elmer
Stone, the service’s first aviator, Coast
Guardsmen pioneered offshore patrol work
with early seaplanes including the F-Boat
designed by Glenn L. Curtiss.

>READ MORE>READ MORE>READ MORE>READ MORE>READ MORE

Sikorsky & the US Coast Guard
Coast Guard Aviation Centennial

On January 9, 1963 the U.S. Coast Guard received the first
of 99 Sikorsky S-62’s which were given the designation HH-
52A and the name “Seaguard”, a name which never caught
on amongst those who flew it.

The HH-52A was the Coast Guard’s first turbine-powered
helicopter. It had a rotor diameter of 53 feet, a range of
474 miles and a top speed of 109 mph. It was an extremely
flexible rescue aircraft that could fully perform missions with
a minimum crew. It was well suited for night and all-weather
flight. The HH-52 had a hydraulic hoist and carried a rescue
basket. The cabin could accommodate up to ten passengers
or six litters. It was fully amphibious and was equipped with
a removable foldout rescue platform that looked like a large
extended step. It was a rectangular grid that sloped slightly downward beneath the water’s surface when the helicopter
was afloat. Incapacitated survivors could be scooped or dragged onto it greatly facilitating their rescue.

>READ MORE>READ MORE>READ MORE>READ MORE>READ MORE

http://coastguardmuseum.org/spring-2016-newsletter/cg-aviation/
http://coastguardmuseum.org/spring-2016-newsletter/sikorsky/
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The US Navy’s Curtiss flying boat NC-4 in the
harbor of Lisbon, Portugal, on 28 May 1919.

THE FIRST EVER
TRANSATLANTIC FLIGHT
Remembering Coast Guard Commander
Elmer Fowler “Archie” Stone, USCG

The National Coast Guard Museum Association proudly
salutes one of the Coast Guard’s first aviators, and one
of the most important figures in Coast Guard history.  It
was 97 years ago this month, May 8, 1919 when Coast
Guard Commander E.F. “Archie” Stone was behind the
controls of the U.S. Navy seaplane NC-4 when it made its
historic crossing of the Atlantic.  Commander Stone was a
pilot and navigator on this first ever successful trans-Atlantic flight.

Stone was a first lieutenant when he piloted the Navy seaplane NC-4 during an
attempt by the Navy to complete the first trans-Atlantic flight.  The Navy’s expedition
consisted of three Curtis flying boats, the NC-1, NC-3, and NC-4.  They were in
direct competition with three teams of British pilots, who were flying from a base
in St. Johns, Newfoundland.  All were hoping to win a prize of $50,000, offered
by London’s Daily Mail, that would be awarded to the first team to cross the
Atlantic by air successfully.

>READ MORE>READ MORE>READ MORE>READ MORE>READ MORE

Elmer Stone climbing into
the cockpit of Coast Guard
Grumman JF-2 V167.

NCGMA Hires
Development
Coordinator
Catherine Janney recently joined the
National Coast Guard Museum
Association as the Development Coordinator. A native of
Mystic, CT, Catherine received a Bachelor’s and Master’s
degree from Springfield College. She started her career in
Sports Management working at the Women’s Sports
Foundation in New York and USA Volleyball in Colorado
Springs, CO. In 2005, she moved to Washington, DC
transitioning her sponsorship and client servicing skills to work
in fundraising at the USO where she enjoyed a nearly 10-
year career, specializing in corporate philanthropy, grant
writing and cause-related marketing. Having recently returned
to the Southeastern Connecticut area, Catherine is thrilled at
the opportunity to join this dedicated team and support this
wonderful project to build the National Coast Guard Museum
in New London.

Elmer Fowler
“Archie” Stone, USCG

http://coastguardmuseum.org/elmer-stone/


The #mycoastguardstory Initiative is gathering stories from current
Coast Guard men and women, veterans, reservists, auxiliary
members and civilians who are sharing personal experiences of
how the United States Coast Guard has impacted their lives.

“We are encouraging everyone to go on our facebook, instagram
and twitter pages to share their story of what the Coast Guard
means to them,” said Wes Pulver, Executive Director of the
National Coast Guard Museum and former captain of the Coast
Guard Barque EAGLE. “We are gathering stories from near and
far, from young and old, from Coast Guard enlisted personnel,
auxiliary, reservists and regular folks.  By using the hashtag
“mycoastguardstory,” we will be able to start building an extensive
social media library open to everyone.”

#MyCoastGuardStory
We want to hear your stories!
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I joined the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary shortly before my
18th birthday in April 2010. A former scoutmaster suggested
it to me, and it seemed like a good way to continue my
service, and find myself as I prepared to go to college. I
had grown up around the military, always wanted to serve,
and this seemed like a good organization to start with as I
tried to figure out which branch was a good fit for me.
Joining the Auxiliary was originally supposed to be a short
term thing. Four years later I would have never guessed
how much it helped me grow, and how many experiences
and adventures it would take me on.

       #MyCoastGuardStory

The Coast Guard is the only
military service that does not have

its own national museum.*
There are 87 national museums

dedicated to honoring our military
heroes in the United States.

Army 56

Air Force 13

Navy 11

Marine Corps 5

Other Defense Agencies 2

Coast Guard      0

Did you know?

THE TIME
IS NOW!
For more information, visit

CoastGuardMuseum.org
*Source: Dept. of Defense Operation and Financial Support for

Military Museums. Fiscal Year 2012 Report to Congress, Sept. 2013.

Alan Kordzikowski
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